BEVERLY
HILLS

Beverly Hills City Council Liaison / Fine Art Commission Committee will
conduct a Special Meeting, at the following time and place, and will
address the agenda listed below:

CITY HALL
455 North Rexford Drive
4th Floor Conference Room A
Beverly Hills, CA 90210
Monday, November 19, 2018
5:00 PM
AGENDA

1) Public Comment
a. Members of the public will be given the opportunity to directly
address the Committee on any item listed on the agenda.
2) Current Fine Art Commission Priorities Reviewed
3) Possible Purchase of Art Work, Roots, from Artist Ai Wei Wei
4) Offer of Art Donation from Artist Alexandra Nechita (can select from
4 pieces)

5) Offer of Art Donation, /ron Doorway, from Artist Jene Highstein and
displayed on City Hall lawn near elevators

6) Consider Re-Prioritizing Fine Art Commission Priorities

7) Adjournment

Lourdes Sy-Rodri§uez, A¥sistant City Clerk

Posted: November 16, 2018

A DETAILED LIAISON AGENDA PACKET IS AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW IN THE
LIBRARY AND CITY CLERK'S OFFICE.

2 &

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, Conference Room A is wheelchair
accessible. If you need special assistance to attend this meeting, please call the City
Manager's Office at (310) 285-1014 or TTY (310) 285-6881. Please notify the City
Manager's Office at least twenty-four (24) hours prior to the meeting if you require
captioning service so that reasonable arrangements can be
made.




STAFF REPORT

Meeting Date: November 19", 2018

To: City Council Liaisons

From: Pam Shinault, Assistant Director of Community Services
Subject: Current Fine Art Commission Priorities

Attachments: 1. Current Priority Spreadsheet

Two art donations have been offered to the City to add to the collection, and preliminary
approval to recommend acceptance, has been given by the Fine Art Commission.
Additionally, the Fine Art Commission, is interested in recommending the purchase of a
new piece, Roots, by famous artist Ai Wei Wei. In light of this, staff thought it would be
important to share what Fine Art Commission priorities are currently being worked on
and have not yet been completed, as any new art pieces are considered.

1.

Actively underway is the Cultural arts expansion of the duties of the Fine Art
Commission, working with consultant Karen Constine. She is scheduled to have
a session with the Fine Art Commission in December. Karen has also begun the
inventory research of what facilities, programs and providers are out there
providing cultural opportunities in Beverly Hills.

Kusama restoration or replacement project. The condition of the piece continues
to degrade, so work is focused on what approach is the best or needed to restore
or remake the piece. Council will have a discussion about remaking the piece out
of metal at an upcoming meeting.

Tom Friedman, Takeaway, has been installed, and landscaping improvements,
lighting plan and installation (working with the artist) and signage fabrication still
remain to be done, along with the dedication ceremony celebrating the
installation of the piece. Securing a maintenance plan is also needed.

Re-position of public art during Metro construction. An art piece was removed
from the site and relocated. An agreement is being executed, working with
property owner, to insure that the piece is protected where it was moved to and a
site visit by 2 Commissioners will verify its current condition.

Raising Artist Bove’s /o art work is nearing the bidding phase for raising the piece
and performing the landscape improvements to be added surrounding the piece.

Implementation of Licensing Agreement for Public Art Archive

Determining the disposition of missing developer owned artwork



Meeting Date: January 10, 2005
In addition to the Fine Art Commission priorities, the following projects are
underway:
8. Agreement is being updated for the loaned art by Richard Serra, called Twins.
9. Create new lighting plan for Fletcher Benton, Folded G, and install lights.
Currently, Fine Art priorities are worked on by a number of staff, who have other work
assignments in addition. There is no staff person dedicated full time to manage the
array of projects and work related to the current priorities of the Fine Art Commission.
As you consider new additions to the City’s art collection, consideration of what projects

are still open and being worked on is recommended, as well as what projects should be
the highest priority and worked on first.
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STAFF REPORT

Meeting Date: November 19, 2018

To: City Council Liaisons

From: Kristin Buhagiar, Recreation Services manager
Subject: Potential Purchase of New Artwork by Artist Ai Weiwei
Attachments: 1. Artist Ai Weiwei bio & photo of piece

2. Proposed locations by the Fine At Commission

As a part of the Fine Art Commission’s priority exercise, the City and Commission invited
residents to recommend fine artwork for consideration of purchase and to become a part
of the City’s Public Art collection. Commissioners were also able to submit pieces for
consideration. A total of 8 submissions were received and the Fine Art Commission
reviewed and recommended the selection of a new piece by artist Ai Weiwei at their
Commission meeting on October 18, 2018.

Ai Weiwei is among the world’s most celebrated contemporary artists. His full biography
is included in Attachment 1. The proposed piece for purchase is a part of a series of iron
root and iron trunk sculptures that were assembled from dry fragments of various trees
throughout China. Ai Weiwei's work on trees has been featured in various museums
including Tate Modern, Helsinki Art Museum and Contemporary Austin.

The proposed piece, entitled “Iron Root”, 2015 is made out of cast iron. It weighs 1700kg
and measures 125.98 x 86.61 x 42.13 inches. The proposed piece is being offered to the
City by the UTA artist space in Beverly Hills. The piece will be erected as a memorial to
Joshua Roth, one of the founders of UTA Fine Art, who worked closely with Ai Weiwei in
the development of both the Gallery and the exhibition, and who died suddenly and
tragically last month.

The piece has a value of $1.8 million, but UTA is offering it to the City for $900,000. The
UTA gallery has identified a donor that will donate $200,000 towards the acquisition of
the piece, leaving the City with a $700,000 balance for purchasing the piece. The donor
is the father of the producer of Ai Weiwei's documentary and in lieu of the donation they
are requesting a plaque mentioning the donor along with the piece. The donor has
indicated he/she will give the gallery a letter of intent of this donation.



Meeting Date: November 19, 2018

The Fine Art Commission recommended 3-4 potential locations at its meeting on
November 15, 2018, outlined in Attachment 2. These locations have not yet been
reviewed by City staff for viability. More information is needed, and the following
questions are unanswered:

Will the gallery still act as representative of Ai Weiwei and sign an agreement
with the City even though they are waiving their fee?

How will the donation work via City processes? Will the donor write a check to
the City or the gallery?

Are the proposed locations viable?

Will the artist/gallery be involved in the selection of the installation site?

Who will fabricate the base?

What is the finish on the piece? Does it have a protective coating? Is it
sustainable for outdoor use?

What is the maintenance required for the piece?

The piece could be enticing to climb. What measures will be taken to protect the
piece?

Will the piece require a fence similar to the one protecting Kusama? If so,
additional space and costs should be taken into consideration.
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With his personal circumstances moving in constant flux, Ai Weiwei, remains a cultural magnet. And noth-
ing less than a worldwide phenomenon. A figure of Warholian celebrity (as labeled by New York Times),
he is renowned for his political activism and social media activity almost as much as for his social inter-
ventions, approach to the readymade, and knowledge of Chinese traditional crafts. His oeuvre isn’t easily
categorized, as he is an extremely creative and diverse individual, expressing his feelings and thoughts
through sculptures, videos, installations, and performances. However, his fame extends throughout and
beyond the art world. A master at communicating powerful ideas in astonishingly few words, Ai Weiwei
is known for his innovative use of social media to disseminate his views. With works that touch on topics
such as imprisonment, borders, and disaster, the artist has often found himself in conflict with the Chinese
authorities. Today, he’s an artist of global stature, whose strong social conscience has galvanized a gener-
ation of Chinese artists, but also numerous others throughout the globe.



Similar to his other works of sunflower seeds and watermelon, Ai Weiwei crafts
his ‘Roots and Branches’ work inspired by nature. Using trees as a motif of dis-
placement, Weiwei has created a series of iron root and iron trunk sculptures
that were assembled from dry fragments of various trees throughout China.

These monolithic creations, nearing sixteen feet in length, provide a unique
balance between tradition and modernity by forcing attention on the foun-
dational elements that sum up a whole. On one end, Weiwei draws from Chi-
nese custom of celebrating natural elements through cycles of birth, maturi-
ty, death, and rebirth, as associated with traditional Zen gardens - places for
contemplation and retreat. Although visually organic, on the other end, the
roots and trunks were created by human hands, and symbolize the artifice of
industrialization and modernization.

Ai Weiwei’s work on trees has been featured in various museums including
Tate Modern, Helsinki Art Museum, and Contemporary Austin.



Al WEIWEI

Iron Root, 2015

Cast iron

125.98 x 86.61x 42.13 inches | 320 x 220 x 107 cm
1700 kg
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