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Mayor’s Cabinet Meeting Highlights 

Mon. Jan. 9, 2017 

 

Below are highlights from the Jan. 9, 2017 mayor’s cabinet meeting, a monthly meeting 

with the mayor and City commission chairs or their representatives.  Please note that 

this meeting is intended to exchange information on commission activities; no official 

actions are taken.  

 

REPORTS FROM COMMISSIONERS 

 

Architectural Commission (AC) – Chair Gidas Peteris 

The Gateway Statement for the Waldorf Astoria project is in review. The AC is 

considering signage for a number of projects including Viceroy, Welltower and the 

Maple Drive post office building remodel.  Another project under consideration is a 

restaurant on Canon Drive with semi-automated parking.     

Charitable Solicitations Commission (CSC) – Chair Richard Schreiber 

In the last month 12 permits and 21 financial statements were approved. The CSC 

approved the changes to provisions in the BH Municipal Code. The main changes are to 

require event planners and hotel event coordinators to assist with obtaining a permit 

from the CSC.  Other proposed changes include penalties for not filing a financial 

statement on time and an exemption for City of Beverly Hills organizations such as the 

BH Charitable Community Foundation.  

Cultural Heritage Commission (CHC) – Chair Rebecca Pynoos 

The old Samuel Goldwyn estate under new ownership is voluntarily landmarking the 

property, The CHS is working on a program to recognize longstanding businesses in 

Beverly Hills. A Mills Act contract for the 325 S. Rexford multi-family property is up for 

consideration.  

 

Design Review Commission (DRC) – No Report 

 

Fine Art Commission (FAC) – Chair Alan Kaye  

The William Kentridge piece has been delivered but needs more resources to assemble 

and install. The agreement for the Tom Friedman piece has been sent to the gallery for 

approval. The Bove piece needs more maintenance because of scuff marks. The FAC 

is still looking for a solution to damage to the Kusama piece.  The FAC has met with 

representatives for the two on-loan sculptures: The Lichtenstein on the Wallis property 

and the Serra at City Hall; the FAC will discuss its desire to consider the purchase of 

one. The FAC has approx. $2.7 million in their account but are unsure how much more 

money is in the pipeline and would like a better system for tracking developers’ fees.  
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Health and Safety Commission (HSC) –Chair Daniel Nazarian  

The recent Health and Safety Award was given to an officer who used the Heimlich 

Maneuver to save a 60-year-old man.  Also monthly, the commission recognizes 

awareness programs around the country, such as Safe Toys and Gifts Month. At City 

Council direction, the HSC is researching the feasibility of banning smoking in 

multifamily buildings. Some of the issues include marijuana, vaping, how to deal with 

owner-occupied units and enforcement; they plan to send recommendations to the City 

Council in a few months.  

 

Human Relations Commission – Chair Jerald Friedman 

The HRC continues monthly hearings on tenant/ landlord cases. They are considering 

making changes to the no-cause evictions rule including requiring relocation fees and 

enforcing no rent increases after such an eviction. The HRC also will be taking up the 

issue of the 10% annual rent increase allowance and requiring landlords to certify the 

condition of their buildings; as part of that effort they are creating a data base of rental 

units. Working with the CSC, the HRC has expanded City grants to include cultural 

organizations. 

 

Planning Commission (PC) – Chair Joe Shooshani  

The PC gave approval to the restaurant project on Canon that includes hybrid parking 

but the prospective tenant has pulled out. Commissioners are looking at the implications 

of a new state law making it easier for homeowners to build secondary units on their 

property. The 336 N. Oakhurst project revision was approved and is coming to the City 

Council; it has not yet been considered by the CHC. 

 

Public Works Commission (PWC) – Chair Jeff Wolfe 

The water treatment plant, which was down for two years, should be operating this 

month. The renovation of the Cabrillo reservoir is nearly complete and the PWC would 

like to find additional uses for non-potable water, including selling it to residents.  The 

wells on Foothill are nearly completed and the next step is to design and build a 

conveyance system to the water treatment plant. The City is in escrow on a property on 

S. La Cienega outside the City and would like to drill wells there. All of the City’s water 

end points were tested and found to have acceptable levels of lead. The City continues 

to reduce water consumption by about 20% monthly. The water surcharge was repealed 

and the PWC is considering other ways to encourage water efficiency, such as separate 

meters for multi-family units and indoor/outdoor uses. An RFP for a solid waste contract 

has been issued.  

 

Recreation and Parks Commission (RPC) – No Report  
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Traffic and Parking Commission (TPC) – Chair David Seidel  

Construction on N. Santa Monica Blvd. will start on January 17; it was delayed because 

of the rain. Meters on a portion of S. Santa Monica Blvd will be bagged and parking 

removed for the duration of the construction. Two public meetings on the project will be 

held on Jan. 31. Security and traffic flow at the Golden Globes ran smoothly; new this 

year was observation points at the tops of nearby buildings.  The Vanity Fair Oscar 

party shutdown of Crescent Drive is coming up. Activity for Metro construction will be 

picking up. The City is currently researching and communicating with adjacent cities on 

the status or implementation of a Bicycle/Pedestrian/Mobility plan and plan to issue an 

RPF sometime this fiscal year. The TPC also would like to see consideration given to 

separating bikes and cars at the City’s schools. Taxi franchises have asked for lower 

fees because of the reduction in business with advent of ride-share companies.  Some 

new laws involving drivers include a requirement that cell phones must be mounted and 

operated with single wipe; and rear-facing child safety seats are required for children 

under 2 years of age. 

 

Mayors Report 

The City is looking at some creative options for use of the City-owned five acres in the 

Entertainment Business District. One idea is a museum, possibly another branch of 

Paul Allen’s’ pop culture museum.  
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